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Palestinian firefighters extinguish fire from the car of Ahmaed Jaabari, head of the military wing of the Hamas movement, the
Ezzedeen Qassam Brigades, after it was hit by an Israeli air strike in Gaza City.
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The Charter of the Islamic Resistance
Movement Hamas

18 August 1988

Ideological Starting-Points

Article One:

The Islamic Resistance Movement: The Movement's program is Islam. From it, it draws its ideas, ways of thinking
and understanding of the universe, life and man. It resorts to it for judgment in all its conduct, and it is inspired by
it for guidance of its steps.

Article Two:

The Islamic Resistance Movement is one of the wings of Moslem Brotherhood in Palestine. Moslem Brotherhood
Movement is a universal organization which constitutes the largest Islamic movement in modern times. It is
characterized by its deep understanding, accurate comprehension and its complete embrace of all Islamic
concepts of all aspects of life, culture, creed, politics, economics, education, society, justice and judgment, the
spreading of Islam, education, art, information, science of the occult and conversion to Islam.

Article Three:

The basic structure of the Islamic Resistance Movement consists of Moslems who have given their allegiance to
Allah whom they truly worship, - "I have created the jinn and humans only for the purpose of worshipping" - who
know their duty towards themselves, their families and country. In all that, they fear Allah and raise the banner of
Jihad in the face of the oppressors, so that they would rid the land and the people of their unclean, vileness and
evils.

"But we will oppose truth to vanity, and it shall confound the same; and behold, it shall vanish away." (Prophets -
verse 18).
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Article Four:

The Islamic Resistance Movement welcomes every Moslem who embraces its faith, ideology, follows its program,
keeps its secrets, and wants to belong to its ranks and carry out the duty. Allah will certainly reward such one.

Article Five:

Time extent of the Islamic Resistance Movement: By adopting Islam as its way of life, the Movement goes back
to the time of the birth of the Islamic message, of the righteous ancestor, for Allah is its target, the Prophet is its
example and the Koran is its constitution. Its extent in place is anywhere that there are Moslems who embrace
Islam as their way of life everywhere in the globe. This being so, it extends to the depth of the earth and reaches
out to the heaven.

"Dost thou not see how Allah putteth forth a parable; representing a good word, as a good tree, whose root is
firmly fixed in the earth, and whose branches reach unto heaven; which bringeth forth its fruit in all seasons, by
the will of its Lord? Allah propounded parables unto men, that they may be instructed." (Abraham - verses 24-25).

Article Six:

The Islamic Resistance Movement is a distinguished Palestinian movement, whose allegiance is to Allah, and
whose way of life is Islam. It strives to raise the banner of Allah over every inch of Palestine, for under the wing of
Islam followers of all religions can coexist in security and safety where their lives, possessions and rights are
concerned. In the absence of Islam, strife will be rife, oppression spreads, evil prevails and schisms and wars will
break out.

How excellent was the Moslem poet, Mohamed Ikbal, when he wrote:

"If faith is lost, there is no security and there is no life for him who does not adhere to religion. He who accepts life
without religion, has taken annihilation as his companion for life."
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Ezzedeen AL-Qassam Brigades - Palestine

The military wing of the Islamic resistance movement Hamas
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